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1 . £3 This communication is responsive to amendment after final filed 01 Oct 2004 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1 1-13 (renumbered as claims 1-3) . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 


3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application requirements 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT & STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 
Claim 12: 

In line 2, delete "12" and insert therefor -1 1-. 
Claim 13: 

In line 2, delete "13" and insert therefor -12-. 

Examiner's Comments 

3. In view of the Amendment filed 01 October 2004 thereby canceling all 
remaining rejected claims, the application appears to be in condition for 
allowance. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement filed 01 October 2004 fails to comply 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because each item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office more than three months prior to the 
filing of the information disclosure statement (i.e. the information disclosure 
statement does not comply with 37 CFR 1 .97(e)). It has been placed in the 
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application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered as 
to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of any item 
of information contained in this information disclosure statement or the 
submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes 
of determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the 
statement, including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 
1.97(e). SeeMPEP§609flC(1). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1 1 -1 3 are allowed. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: The closest prior art of record, US 5,937,675 to Stucker, fails to 
teach each and every limitation of the instant invention. Specifically, Stucker fails 
to teach or suggest the claimed apparatus having a treatment chamber with an 
evaporator therein further including a compressor and condenser forming a heat 
pump arranged such that the heat pump alone provides energy required for 
evaporation of liquid in an evaporator within the treatment chamber, which is 
disclosed as an essential element of claimed invention, as described in claim 1 1 . 

7. For at least the foregoing reasons, claims 11-13 are believed to recite 
patentable subject matter. 

8. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Joseph L. Perrin, Ph.D. whose telephone 
number is (571 )272-1305. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00- 
4:30, except alternate Fridays. 

1 0. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Michael E. Barr can be reached on (571)272-1414. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

1 1 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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